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Framing Climate Change

ÅThe problem of disruption of global climate by human-

produced greenhouse gases in the atmosphere is coming to 

be understood as the most dangerous and intractable of all 

the environmental problems caused by human activity.

Å The problem is highly intractable because the dominant cause 

of the disruption ïemission of carbon dioxide from fossil-

fuel combustion ïarises from the process that currently 

supplies nearly 80 percent of civilizationôs energy.

Å If the energy system is to look much different in 2050 than 

today, a major push to change it must start now.
John Holdren (Harvard, Kennedy School of Government)

UN Investor Summit on Climate Risk May 10, 2005
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Retreating Sea Ice
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The ñspecial relationshipò business has with 

climate change

ÅBusinesses control many crucial stocks, flows, and feedback 

loops that determine the emissions of greenhouse gases

Å Business is not monolithic

ÅDifferent businesses affect and are affected by climate 

change

Å Business needs assistance orienting within the complex and 

emerging ñclimate playing fieldò

ÅThere a few specific ways we can map the way business 

operationalizes a response to climate change
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Three Rôs of the Corporate Climate Response

Risk 

Reward

Responsibility
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Business Really is Key to Solving the Problem

ÅClimate change is caused by processes that are related 

to the production and use of energy and materials in 

industrial processes

ÅMost entities that control the stocks and flow of 

petrochemicals, fossil fuels, trees, animals and other 

relevant items are businesses

ÅBusiness has a stark choice

ÅTake responsibility now

ÅMake transformation to a low carbon future happen faster

ÅOréTake responsibility later and be blamed for consequences

Slide 7 Speaker: Matt Banks, WWF



Climate Savers Computing Initiative

Speaker: Lorie Wigle, Intel Corporation

We are:

ÅA global non-profit organization

ÅA coalition based on voluntary membership

ÅVery concerned about the climate change

ÅCreating a community of concerned corporate and individual citizens

ÅMaking a responsible collective choice to work together to help 

alleviate the global climate crisis

Our goals:

ÅTurn on ïand keep on ïpower management

ÅBuy smart: Choose energy-efficient computers

With your help, we can reduce global CO2 emissions from the 

operation of computers by 54 million tons a year by 2010. 

Thatôs like taking 11 million cars off the road each year. 
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The Hi-Tech Power Problem

Å The global information and communications technology industry 

accounts for approximately 2% of global CO2 emissions1

ÅThere will be more than 1 billion PCs in use by the end of 

2008 and 2.25 billion by 20152

ÅThe average desktop PC in use today wastes nearly half the 

power it pulls from the wall as heat

Å Virtually all PCs support power management ïbut only 5 to 

10% of U.S. organizations use this feature3

Å 74% of U.S. adults are aware of computer power 

management4, but 46% incorrectly identify what it is or say 

they donôt know5

1 Source: Gartner, May 2007 

2 Source: Forrester Research

3 Source: Lawrence Berkeley National Labs

4 Source: Harris Interactive® study fielded from 

February 29 - March 4, 2008.

5 Source: Harris Interactive® study fielded from 

March 6 - 10, 2008.
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What We are Working to Achieve by 2010

ÅGoal is to improve computing energy efficiency by 50%

ïCollectively save $5.5 billion in energy costs

ÅReduce global CO2 emissions from computing platforms 

by 54 million tons per year

ïEquivalent to removal of 11 million autos 

ïOr eliminating 20 coal plants from the planet

ïOr planting 25,000 sq. miles (~65,000 km2) of trees
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Climate Savers Computing Initiative Members
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